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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a response to the Applicant's amendment submitted on July 19*, 2005, and a 
telephone interview held on August 9*, 2005. In virtue of this amendment and this telephone 
interview: 

• Claims 1 - 1 0 are originally filed; 

• Claim 1 1 is newly added upon the amendment filed on July 19*, 2005; 

• Claim 12 is newly added upon the Examiner's Amendment set up by the telephone 
interview held on 08/09/2005; and thus, 

• Claims 1 -1 2 are how presented in the instant application. 

Examiner^s Amendment 
1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with G. 
F. Gallinger on August 9*, 2005. 

The Examiner's Amendment includes: 

Claim I line P, delete 

Claim 2, line 3, change "an " to —the—; 

Claim 2, after starting from line 5 to the end of line 10, delete "A method as in claim 
2 ,,Jo the light bulb. 

Claim 4, line 2, change "an'' to -the-; 
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Claim 5, lines 5-7, delete ''the physical configuration comprises ... soasto correspond to 
lights on the vehicle. and insert —the multiple light bulbs monitored are light bulbs on a 
vehicle, and wherein the LEDs are arranged in the display panel displaying a shape of the 
vehicle and having the LEDs positioned thereon to correspond to the light bulbs on the vehicle.-- 
therefor; 

Claim 6y line 1, change "J" to —12"; 

Claim 6, line 2, change "a LED" to -the LED that corresponds to the particular one of 
the light bulbs-; 

Claim 7, line P, delete "; 

Claim 8, line 2, change ''an " to -the-; and insert -the— between "to " (second 
occurrence) and "ground"; 

Claim 8, line i, change "an" to —the-; 

Claim lOy line 1, change "an" to —the—; 

Claim 10, line 2, insert —the— between "and" and "ground"; 

Claim 10, line 3, insert -the- between "to " and "ground"; 

Claim 11, line 9, replace "one bulb" with —particular one of the bulbs-; 

Claim 11, lines 11-12, replace "a corresponding one of the LEDs" with —a LED 
corresponding to the particular one of the bulbs—; 

Claim 11, line 13, replace "particular one LED" with —LED corresponding to the 
particular one of the bulbs—; 
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Claim 11, line 14, replace "particular one LED'' with -LED corresponding to the 
particular one of the bulbs—; and replace "light bulb** with -particular one of the bulbs-; and 
delete "; and 

Claim 12 (newly added): —A method as in claim 5 wherein the vehicle display panel 
comprises a chip,— 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-12 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Prior art fails to disclose or fairly suggest: 

• A method of monitoring the operability of a light bulb, both while lit and unlit, 
comprising a step of providing a circuit containing a LED, a relay, and a latching 
circuit portion, said latching circuit portion configured to remain latched thereby 
applying power to the bulb and the relay only when the bulb is switched on and lit, 
and said relay having a pair of contacts connected to provide an altemative path of 
minimal resistance to ground for low voltage applied to an incoming side of the LED, 
and said relay also having an additional pair of contacts which when closed allow 
voltage to be applied to an outgoing side of the LED, thereby resulting in the LED 
lighting when and only when the light bulb is broken, in combination with the 
remaining claimed limitations as called for in independent claim 1 (claims 2-4 are 
allowed since they are dependent on claim 1); and 
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• A circuit to monitor the operability of a light bulb, both while lit and unlit, 
comprising a LED, a relay, and a latching circuit portion, said latching circuit portion 
configured to remain latched thereby applying power to the bulb and the relay only 
when the bulb is switched on and lit, and said relay having a pair of contacts 
connected to provide an alternative path of minimal resistance to ground for low 
voltage applied to an incoming side of the LED, and said relay also having an 
additional pair of contacts which when closed allow voltage to be applied to an 
outgoing side of the LED, thereby resulting in the LED lighting when and only when 
the light bulb is broken, in combination with the remaining claimed limitations as 
called for in independent claim 7 (claims 8-10 are allowed since they are dependent 
on claim 7); and 

• A method for monitoring the operability of multiple light bulbs, both while lit and/or 
unlit, comprising providing multiple circuit each circuit provided to monitor the 
operation of a particular one of the light bulbs, each circuit containing a relay and a 
latching circuit portion, said latching circuit portion configured to remain latched 
thereby applying power to the particular one of the bulbs and the circuit relay only 
when the particular one of the bulbs is switched on and lit, and said relay having a 
pair of contacts connected to provide an alternative path of minimal resistance to 
ground for low voltage applied to an incoming side of a LED corresponding to the 
particular one of the bulbs, and said relay also having an additional pair of contacts 
which when closed allow voltage to be applied to an outgoing side of the LED 
corresponding to the particular one of the bulbs, thereby resulting in the LED 
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corresponding to the particular one of the bulbs lighting when and only when the 
particular one of the bulbs is broken, in combination with the remaining claimed 
limitations as called for in independent claim 1 1 (claims 5-6 and 12 are allowed since 
they are dependent on claim 1 1). 
Any conunents considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Citation of relevant prior art 
4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Prior art Neiger et al. (Pub. No.: US 2002/0149891 Al) discloses an arc fauh circuit 
interrupter device. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conmiunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy V. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-1828. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 AM -5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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